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Connection to the World sma
Astronauts Will Turn Trash into Tools

Tethers Unlimited Inc., an aerospace technology company, has developed a
system that combines a waste recycling machine with a 3D printer. Astronauts on the
International Space Station (ISS) may be able to turn their used forks and knives into
tools and satellite parts.

Astronauts will put waste items made of plastic into the recycling machine, called
the Positrusion Recycler. When they press a button, the Recycler will sterilize and melt
down the plastic and turn it into 3D filament. The filament will be used in a 3D printer on the ISS to make tools, spare parts and
satellite components.

By recycling old food containers and utensils, astronauts will reduce the amount of trash they produce. Turning trash into
useful new items will also help NASA save money because astronauts will need fewer supplies. It costs about $6,000 for every
kilogram launched into orbit.
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A Secret Door
FTIRSIHIEREAT Intensive 3B Angela Chen

On Saturday | happily walked to
school in the sunny weather. | was in a
very happy mood. When | got there, | saw
that there were no people. This made me
scared, so | quickly walked to my classroom. When | went in,
| noticed that a new door had appeared! The door had a small
window in it and it was very dark when | looked through it. |
didn’t know what to do, but | decided it was best for me to go
in and look to see if this was where all my friends had gone.
Once | walked through, | was in a new and incredible world!
Everything around me was so big and green and it reminded
me of a jungle. There were some insects jumping and flying
around. Some of the insects were even bigger than me! |
thought | would be scared but actually | found it very exciting.
A giant butterfly landed next to me. | climbed onto its back
and hoped it would let me fly. But it didn’t and all the insects
started to get furious with me. They buzzed at me angrily and
chased me away. | ran and ran until | reach a big field which
had a kind dinosaur in it. The dinosaur saw the insects and
roared at them until they flew away frightened. The dinosaur
kindly let me sit on it and we walked through the strange
world | was in.

As we walked, | saw a little house. The dinosaur and |
went over to it and | climbed down from his back. | looked
inside the window and | could see all my classmates! | went
in and everyone was so happy to see me. | thought that | had
been inside the secret door for hours and hours, but once
we walked down out of it, it had only been five minutes in the
real world. | wonder what will happen next time | go in?
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