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Connection to the World sz

Flight of the Andean Condor Requires
Almost No Flapping

A study discovered that the Andean condors are the
world’s heaviest soaring birds. They can weight up to 33
pounds (15 kilograms) and barely flap their wings while

flying.

Soaring without flapping
is important because birds
burn energy when they flap
their wings. To study the birds
while they were in the sky, the
researchers attached special
devices which could record every turn the condors made
in the air, and every beat of their wings. Remarkably, most
of the birds spent just 1% of their time aloft flapping their
wings, mostly during takeoff.

The birds’ soaring isn’t magic. Even the condors that
scientists studied were young, they knew how to make use
of air currents to keep themselves up.
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Hobbies

My favorite hobbies are dancing and playing table tennis. |
started to dance at the age of three and | have had a passion for it
ever since. There is a performance every two years. Though it hurts
a lot when we practice, we need to have patience. Everytime we
have a show, we are better than the last show.

| also like to play table tennis. Playing table gm?()'
tennis can make me feel happy. Everytime | 4 ‘
compete with my friend, | am so nervous. | don'’t § &
know whether | will win or not; everytime | lose,
| need to practice more, but when | win, | am
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will be so happy. | also feel that | need to study
harder so that | can become a stronger person.
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